16                         THE   SEVEN   DEADLY   SINS

Expositor.

Lo! lordlings, God's righteousness,
St. Gregory so makes mind express,
Since Adam overcome he was
By three things to do evil.
Gluttony and Vain-Glory are two,
Covetousness, yea that also
By these three things withouten moe,
Christ overcame the Devil.

Adam was tempted to Gluttony
When of the fruit falsely
The Devil made him to eat.
And tempted he was to Vain-Glory
When sought he him great mastery
To have godhead unworthily
Through eating of that meat.

He tempted was to Avarice,

When he het him to be wise.

Know good and ill at his devise

More than he was worthy.

For Covetousness, Gregory saith, express

Sins not only with riches

But in desiring haughtiness

And highest place unlawfully

And state unskilfully.

Also Christ in these sins three

Was tempted as you well might see,

For in Gluttony, believe you me,

He moved Him as you saw here

When he enticed Him through His rede

To turn the stones into bread

And so to prove His Godhead,

Of which He was in fear.

In Vayne-Glory he tempted also,
When he excited Him down to go
The pinnacle of the Temple froe.
An unskilful gate.